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Sunrise

2016
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Installation view: Roppangi Crossing 2016: My Body, Your Voice, Mori Art Museum, Tokyo, 2016
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HALF-LIFE CALENDAR

2014
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Installation view: the MOTHER of

DESIGN meets Cosmos: COSMIC GIRLS, HOFEL
Marunouchi House, Tokyo, 2014 Children of Light
Photo: Nakahara Takashi 2013
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Kobayashi Erika

Born 1978 in Tokyo.
Lives and works in Tokyo.

Kobayashi Erika is an artist of rare versatility,
working concurrently as both cartoonist and
writer. Currently based in Tokyo, she has
previously been an artist-in-residence in Canada,
Estonia, and France, and in 2008-2009 was
invited to New York, as an Asian Cultural Council/
Rockefeller Foundation Fellow. In 2014, her novel
Madame Curie to choshoku wo (Breakfast with
Madame Curie) was nominated for two of Japan’s
most prestigious Japanese literary awards, the
Akutagawa Prize, and the Mishima Yukio Prize.
The artist’s adroit writing brings a
mesmerizing touch of poetic quality to her prose,
to unobtrusively explore the fate of her island
nation home. The spatial installation Sunrise (2016)
presents an eclectic mix of literary and visual
arts experiences, fusing elements including a
neon lamp, texts, and music. This work shows
the artist’s impressive pedigree, stretching back
along the river of history. The protagonist in
this work is Yoko, the artist’s mother, born two
years after the end of the war, and the atomic
bombings of Hiroshima and Nagasaki. She serves
as a witness to numerous landmark events,
chronicling a narrative of Japanese postwar
history: the issuing of the 10,000 yen note, the
student protests against the US-Japan Security
Treaty, the emergence of nuclear power plants,
and on, up to the disaster trifecta of earthquake,
tsunami, and nuclear meltdown of March 11,
2011. Each event is made fresh through Yoko's
memories, and it is by virtue of her life experience
and the immersive atmosphere of the exhibition
design, that her daughter creates such a unique
Sunrise. (W.D.]
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