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When | Became A Shadow

ASABUKI Mariko

MIYAGI-san and | occasionally pass each other
on a street in my neighbourhood. It is a quiet
straight road, so you notice immediately if there
is someone walking down from the other side. It
feels long from the moment | recognise Miyagi-
san until we get closer and pass each other. It is
fine when he does not notice, but if Miyagi-san
sees me as well, the time flows between us gets
enormously prolonged. Our relationship is not
the kind where we wave or run up to each other
casually, so we end up exchanging too many
nods and bows until we finally pass each other.
We have never stopped for a chat. Miyagi-san
and | do not even make eye contact in a short
distance

| got to know Miyagi-san by name in 2014,
when someone told me about the screening of
«American Boyfriend» at Harajuku's VACANT.
| caught a cold that day, and could not go and
watch the film. A few years later, an email from
Miyagi-san came in through a friend

Miyagi-san was shooting a new film «How Many
Nights», and the email was an invitation to
perform in it as one of his characters. It was not
to show my face, however, nor to act. | was asked
to be a shadow of a novelist from the early 20th
Century, Onoto WATANNA.

Onoto Watanna was a pen name. Her real name
was Winnifred EATON, a Chinese Canadian who
claimed herself to be Japanese American and
published a novel on Japan where she has never
been. A memory of a place with no experience of
visiting. | wondered what she remembered while
she was writing. The penname Watanna (wataru,
na / to cross over, name) was mysterious as well
She who made her way in places through words.
In a portrait, she stands looking downwards,
wearing a kimono in a casual manner. In Miyagi-
san's email, a page from her novel, the opening
part of a story called THE STORM DANCE, was
attached. The plan was to film my hands writing it
in cursive, and my back

(vii)

The issue was that my English comprehension
was rather disastrous, and | could not write in
script. | did learn them at school, but because my
spelling is dodgy my cursive line is unconfident,
and all the letters go floppy and limply, just as a
slackened string. My mother is good at cursive
writing, so she wrote an example for me and |
practiced by tracing it until the shooting. Despite
the effort, | could not write at all without the
sample.

It was chilly on the filming night. Miyagi-san and
| were just the two of us in the studio. Miyagi-
san was shy as always, and stayed silent. |
too remained mute and just changed into the
costume, a shirt, took out a glass pen and a
notebook, and sat down at the desk. The steam
rising from the hot tea was beautiful and | was just
watching it mindlessly. No particular order was
given by Miyagi-san, and | kept writing Watanna's
words on the notebook. In my poor cursive. After
| wrote for a while | came back to the beginning
Repeat, and repeat. | did not understand the
content at all, but | started to feel like my hand
was writing autonomously. | just continued writing
without knowing what kind of person she could
have been. It was quiet and pleasant. After
about an hour, Miyagi-san said “thank you”,
and | understood it was over. Without knowing
where the camera was nor feeling Miyagi-san’s
presence, it started and finished, and for a brief
moment before | left after | got changed, we
looked at the scenery of Central Park together
which Miyagi -san just took back then

ASABUKI Mariko

Novelist. TIMELESS, which was published
seven years after the 144th Akulagawa
Prize winning novel Kikotowa (in the latter
half of the year 2010), depicls the memory
of place and crossing of times. Her unique
style of storytelling invites the reader into the
borderless time axis

Translated by NISHIDA Maki

#llm-78

SYFEALB ROALTLEILTIES . D ETD
ELW—FEAEOT ELDDHEVTL BV ENT oD
2, IVFIAL LA >THLHEITVTTNES £
THRVWMFAL IO TWAVBEEMEL WO
hE IVFIALDELOFEICRICE . BTLA
CRLEMAZAOMICHNZ . 55—\ ! EF&iRo 72
YERUH-7YTRETEAVOT. TS £ T,
RIRZBVWKEROL T EICh D3
ERINEFT—ELBRVIEERTE. IY¥EALHE
bHbln,

IVFESADIEEM -7 DIX 20145, R ED
VACANT T4 & f 7= [ American Boyfriend | & £
BROZEEADDBATEO 2B ot bz LIt
ZORRARZVVWTBON G > Zhh LBER >
T RABAT IVFEAD O X — LA KL,

ZDE & IYFEAEF(How Many Nights) & L5
HLOBBRERER > TLT ZOHENDEFAYO T
EYELTRRICHBLBVWALLWI BFWE T,
BARBIDOUTRECBRGT b TR L, 201
RYAONRRA / b-7 2 FEeVS50E0EL
TOB/PI 1.

A/ bR FRBRT AERNFLADT =
ZLy F-A—bYHBESEBRTAYHAAELT
BT —EHT > EDHVBARIIOVWTONMGRE
RKRLIAT 2T ENBVEBFOBUVH, EART &
ERVHLEYOHBVLOA ERA BN, TH Y S
(F3.2) LV FRLTRBL.FETLIARELD
Z2EFESTVELBEOEREH D & EYE P -
THEMB T > TLB BERAEWLNREDO—~—
. THE STORM DANCE: L5 —BOB#Eb, I v ¥
FADX—NICRFEFEhTW . Zh%E ETHEL
TLEFORFPERERET DI LA T2,

H-o7-0 3 FhORBERIIEAG T ERELEH
BN EWSI T ERE s, WBEIERTE DT
NERYHEREZD SERBORLEV RBOXTF
HRALBHIVICTETLICbATIEATLE S,
ERHIBHBE 1T ETRBICERE TG
EBEIOLTHHLVWZTNELRE > THET 0% 1B

PAREET

HETRYVEBELE. LY L. BEFEHFBEVERCET R
hot,

BEOHORENEDN > 7. IYFIALRETFIC
SEYEY LS IYFSABREDLST Y v 4 T
BHRYL LBV DELbRA L KEDS v VICHR
R HTRARY &/ — PERY WL MIcED > TE-
T BT WHEROFBRAERNTENEIT—o L H
TW IV FTANOEYDBERNS 2 b TIRA
VDETH/— P72 FDEREBVTIHTF
FLEZART LEGCEVTWD L £ BHICRE
B ENERYEL.2CHABREDA > TLRLDIC,
LRADFABFICBVTVILILRNLTETY
T EABVEBOD b ORVEFVATLBES
DLTVWE . DTl LD > 7, —HMIEE > T, 2
PXEEADN HYHESITEVET EVIDTRb-
1O EDLD T AXTHHEBHILIVXFEADR
REBLAILHLVEEMEVEDY AEXTHD
WBEETORADLT AL £ FFAN—7TIY
FEAD WL TELEDY ORBE ISR,

EXRE EYZ

N, BLUAEFINE (FR22FET ¥
MERELEIEZEDINDTERICK
FE N/ [TIMELESS) Tt L3t B8
BROKZHEZHBBOEY £H VX
K BBOL VKRB LEL S,



A
pES R T

IR <



[ExR&IBAE] 20194 12 B2 3 AFAT



